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For MONDAY, February 22, 1796. 





A Confpiracy to get a great Grandmother married. 


N application was lately made to the Court to fet afide 

an award that had been made fo long ago as the year 
1789. The learned Counfel obferved, that this was a cafe of 
importance to the individuals concerned, inafmuch as it in- 
volved a confiderable {um of money, as well as to the public 
in general, becaufe it was eflential to the interelts of the com- 
munity, that guilt fhould be expofed and punifhed. The cir- 
cumftances of the cafe, as {tated by the learned Counfel, were 
fhortly thefe:—-A gentleman of the name of Lifs, who res 
fided at Gofport, got acquainted with a Mrs. Gainfborough, 
and whenhe changed his place of refidence, this lady followed 
him. A/‘terfome time, this acquaintance was broken off; the 
lady, however, exprefled an ardent defire that it might be re- 
newed, but Mr. Lifs declined it ; upon which the told him, 
with the utmoft bitternefs, that fhe fhould have her revenge. 
She, accompanied by her grandfon and great grandfon, came 
upto London, and her grandfon and great grandfon entered 
into a confpiracy with a man of the name of Samuel Ruflell, 
to {wear that Mr. Lifs was married to Mrs. Gainfborough. 
The grandfon was to fwear that he faw the marriage cere- 
mony performed between Mr. Lifs and his grandmother, and 
the great prandfon, that he faw it performed between Mr, Lifs 
and his great grandmother. Samuel Ruffel was to have 
twenty guineas, for {wearing that he alfo was prefent at the 
marriage ceremony ; but if he only made a declaration of it, 
he was to have no more than five guineas. He did fign a de- 
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elaration, that he faw the ceremony performed, but the next 
inftant he repented. To ufc the words of the learned Coun. 
fel, his confcience flew in his face. He threw down the 
money, and faid, ** I have done wrong, take back your money, 
and give me back my declaration.” Sarah Gainiborough 
wifhing to get into the land of matrimony, did not choofe to 
comply with this requeft, but put it in her pocket, and turned 
him out of the houfe. Having thus collected, as fhe imagined, 
evidence of the marriage, fhe returns to Golport, and the 
firft thing the does is to bring an 4&ion againit Mr. Lif, to 
recover back the money which fhe alledged fhe had given him, 
fubfequent to their marriage. Mr. Lils, conicious of his own 
innocence, told her fhe might go on with the action. Some 
time after this, a letter appeared, purporting to have been 
written by Mr, Lifs, and acknowledging his marriage with 
Mrs. Gainfborough. Her attorney compared that letter with 
others that were admitted to be in the hand-writing of Mr 
Lifs, and he was ready to make affidavit, that he believed it 
to'be Mr. Lifs’s hand-writing. In confequence of this, the 
eonfidence of Mr. Lifs’s family, in Mr. Lifs’s own innocence, 
was rather fhaken, and they began to think Mr. Lifs might 
have been guilty. It was at laft agreed to refer this bufinels 
to arbitration ; and the lady’s grandion and great grandfon ap. 
peared to fuppurt this confpiracy, though one of them was 
forced to leave the country for theft. Ruflel came forward on 
the part of Mr. Lifs, and laid open the whole conipiracy, and 
fhowed that it was intended to bring fhame and calumny on 
the family of Mr. Lifs. The arbitrators relied on the evi 
dence of the grandfon, and rejected all Ruflel’s evidence, 
And they awarded that Mr, Lifs fhould pay to Mrse Gaintbo- 
rough the fum of 6001, together with all the cofts of fuit, 
which were near 400] more. Mr. Lifs was now dead, and 
his reprefentatives wifhed to recover back this money. 

Mrs. Gainfborough’s grandfon, who was her principal! wit 
ne(s, when ona fick bed, aid as he imagined, at the point of 
death, fent for the arbitrators, revealed to them the whole 
conlpiracy, and faid, that he cculd not leave the world with 
fo foul a fin upon his confcience. The arbitrators themfelves 
now withed that their award might fome how or other be kt 
afide. 

‘The Court obferved that this cafe was rather novel, and 
that feveral difficulties ftood in their way. In the firft placa 
there was the ftatute of Wiliiam ILL. which operated on this 
cuic asa Ratute of limitations, Bust there was a Mill: greater 
objection 
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e next 
Coun- objeion to this application, and that was, that Mr, Lifs him- 
yn the felf had acquiefced in this award. If it was alla foul confpiracy, 
nOReY, why didnot Mr. Lifs apply to the Court within the time li- 
orough mited by the ftatute of William, to have this money refunded, 
2ofe to and the confpirators punifhed? The Court thought that at 
turned this diftance of time, they could do nothing in this ftrange 
igined, bufinefs, and that the reprefentatives of Mr, Lifs muft apply 
und the for relief to a Court of Equity.—Rule refuted. 
uifsy to 
=n him, ——_—__—-- $$ q—- 
is own : 

Some The true Caufe of the Rife and Promotion of Colbert, 
e been the celebrated Minter of France, in the Reign of 
e with Louis XIV. 
er with é 
of Mr. ULLY and Colbert, to whom the glorious eras of Henry 
eved it IV. and Louis XIV. owed fo much of their fplendour, 
his, the having frequently of late been mentioned, on occafion of the 
ocence, talents of Necker, and the downfall of the French monarchy, 
; might it may not be unwelcome to our readers to be made acquainted 
bufinels with the real caufe of Colbert’s fuccefs. 
fon ape Jean Baptifte Colbert, born at Rheims in 1619, came very 
em was young to Paris, to learn the bufinefs of a counting-houlc, 
ward on From thence he went to Lyons, but difagreeing with his em- 
cy, and ployer, returned to Paris, became Secretary to a Rector and 
imny on Procurator, and then Commis to M. Sabathier, Treforier des 
the evi- Parties Cafuelles. 
vidence, Another J. B. Colbert, Seigneur de St. Pouange, our Col- 
saintbo- bert’s uncle on the mother’s fide, got him, in 1648, into the 
of fuit, fervice of Le Tellier, Secretary of State, whofe fitter he had 
ead, and marticd. The young man foon diftinguithed himlelf in this 

fituation for his diligence and punctuality. 
jpal wits Le Tellier once difpatched him to Cardinal Mazarin, who 
point of then lived at Sedan, to deliver him a letter from the Queen 
e whole Mother ; ftri&tly enjoining him at the fame time, to bring the 
orld with letter back with him. Colbert, on arriving at Sedan, deli- 
emfelves vered to the Cardinal the Queen’s letter, together with the 
er be fet note with which Le Tellier had accompanied it. Going the 

next inorning to ferch the anfwer, the Cardinal put into his 
vel, and hands a fealed pacquet. But, as he did not give him the let- 
rit placey ter from the Queen, Colbert afked him for it, and was an- 
d on this lwered by the minifter that it was put up in the pacquet; and 
| greater that he had nothing to do but tutake his departure. Colbert 
ection immediately broke open the feal, to convince himfelf of the 

Y 2 truth. 
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truth. The minifter, aftonifhed at this piece of aflurance, 
called him an impudent fellow; and {matched the pacquet out 
of his hand. Colbert, without being abafhed, told him, thar, 
fuppofing the pacquet to have been made up by onc of his 
eminence’s Secretaries, he thought it poffible, that, in the 
hurry of bufinefs, the letter of the Queen-Mother might have 
been forgot: That he was thus cautious, as M. Le Tellier, 
his matter, had exprefsly ordered him not to come back with. 
out the letter. 

The Cardinal now pretended very urgent affairs, and ap. 
pointed Colbert to wait on him again the next morning. At 
length, after various fubterfuges and evafions, {eeing that Col- 
bert would not go away without the letter, he gave it to him, 
and Colbert examined it carefully on all fides to fee whether it 
was the fame ‘The minifter afked him whether he thought 
him capable of impofing a falfehood upon him. Colbert re 
mained an anfwer in his debt; and fet out on his journey. 

Some time afterward, the Cardinal made his appearance 
again at court; and requefted of L.e Tellicr to procure hima 
clever perfon to write his agenda under him. Le Tellier re. 
commended Colbert to him. The minifter thought he knew 
his face, and afked him where he had {een him? ard on what 
occafion? 

‘Colbert, as may be eafily imagined, was all in a tremor, on 
telling him that he had been at “Sed: in; for he was afraid lef 
the minifter might refent the earneft manner in which he ex 
torted from him the reftoration of the letter. But, this recol- 
leétion was fo far from hurting him with his eminence, that he 
took him into his fervice, on the exprefs condition, that he 

fhould ferve him with the fame zeal and fidelity he had thewn 
to his former maftcr. 

Colbert was fo devoted to him, and gave him fo many prools 
of his prudence and fagacity, that, on the death of Joubert, 
he was appointed intendant to his eminence. And this wis 
the beginning of the prodigious fuccefs of this prudent young 


man. 

Colbert died the 6th of Septem! ery 1683, in the fixty- 
fourth year of his a ge; and, to the d 7 grace of humanity, fo 
great was the hatred of the populace of Paris againft this truly 
great man, that it was found expedient - bury him at mid 
night, and the corpfe was attended only by the night- -watch d 
the city. 
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Interefling Particulars of the Perfon, Charaéter, and 
Peculiarities of the celebr ated Linnat (Se 


{From Dr. Stoever’s Lifeof Sir Charles Linnczeus, tranflated from 
the Original German, by Jofeph Trapp, A. M.] 


(Concluded from Page 129.) 


HE merits of Linnzus in the fciences are uncommonly 

greate Henot only enriched them confiderably hlm- 
felf but formed alfa great number of pupils of the greateft 
{cientific eminence. ‘He found m eans, partly by the charming 
method of delivering his leétures, partly by his excurfions and 
friendly demeanour, to infpire them with a love of natural 
hiftory, which they always preferved afterward, and which in- 
duced them to undertake long and important travels and 
voyages, and to enrich their {cience at home by valuable traéts 
and obfervations. But few were thofe teachers, who had the 
good fortune toform fo great a number of difciples, who all 
contributed, in fome meafure, to extend the limits of their 
{cience ; and there is no country but Sweden, which ever fent 
out fo mariy travellers to make difcoveries in natural hiftory.— 
Linnzus was alfo my teacher, and I acknowledge with emo- 
tion, how greatly indebted I am to him for his Ieflons and his 
friendthip. 

Belide the labour which he beftowed upon medicine, efpe- 
cially upon the materia medica and pathology, nature was his 
principal occupation, and proclaimed him alfo as the firft 
darling of histime. Great was he in difcerning and arranging 
the i: nmenfity of beings which cover the globe: : And perhaps 
greater {till in the extraordinary number of obfervations, and 
in the hypothefes which are founded upon them, and gradually 
became theoretical truths, The hypothetes of ‘Linnzeus 
indicate moft pas avers ly the brill ancy of his ima gination, and 

the fame time, the ftrength of hisjudgment. Some of them 

ppear extremely bold and ven-urefome at firft ; but upon 
clot infpection, we find the oblervations in nature on which 
they are founded, and muft ackuo wiedge them aiterward, i 
Not as true, atleaft as probable and as deferving of a more 
min ute enquiry. 

Among his manufcripts there muft certainly have been 
found many important remarks ; [ fhould have been very des 
frous of fecing thofe which relate to the general arrangement 
of natures He mult have collected the molt interetting ob- 

fervations 
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fervations on this head. He contemplated nature with the 
sreateft accuracy, and with fomuch knowledge and judicious 
ikill, as to have penetrated into her moft fecret myfteries. But 
he dared not, as he himfelf aftured me, publith thofe obfervations 
during his life, becaufe he was a‘raid of the exceffive violence 
of the Swedith divines, who, frequently too faithful and too 
bigotted to their own arguments, do not confider, that nature 
as well as revelation, proclaim, in unifon of principle, the 
hands of that Great Mafter, whoformed both. Linnzus had 
the example of his pupil Forfkal before his eyes, who, immee 
diately after his return from Goettingen, faw himlelf involved 
in fo many theological difputes, as would perhaps, have been 
carricd too far, had he notleft the field of litigation, by fetting 
out on his voyage to Arabia. 

Linogus knew how to fecure to himfelf, even in his earlier 
days, that dominion over the three reigns of nature, which he 
preferved till death. 

In mineralogy, his very countrymen entered the lifts of con- 
tention againft him. He certainly was often ateacked and 
cenfured with injuftice; and the little inaccuracies, which will 
never fail to exiftin works of that importance, ought to have 
been palliated and overlooked, on account of the other great 
merits of their author. It is, however, an incontrovertible 
fact, that he firft introduced fyfematic regularity in the 
mineral reign. He formed the claffes, and determined the 
genera and fpecies by regular diftinGtive marks, which he 
derived from the external appearance. Thus mineralogy 
beeame a regular feience, after it had formerly been buta 
chaos created by the miners, who uled to difcriminate the 
minerals partly by practice and partly by fire. Linnzeus having 
ance left the mines, having no laboratory, and being over 
burdened by a multiplicity of other occupations, difcontinued 
to excit himfelf fo much in mineralogy. His fyttem i 
however excellent, his hypothefis the fruit of the ripelt re 
fletion, his defcriptions of the fpecies are excellent, and bis 
obfervations truly important. In {pite of all attacks, his name 
will likewife be handed down in this fcience to the latel 
polterity. , 

The vegetable reign pofleffed the greateft charms for Lit 
nus ; he beftowed upon it the bett fhare of his time and 
avilities. When he firft appeared in the field of fcience i 
1732, Tournefort’s fyflem of botany, derived from the ftruc- 
ture of the inward cover of the flower, was every wher 
populur and univerially accepted, But during the latter pat 
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of its moft flourifhing epoch, a kind of barbarifm was per- 
ceived in that fyftem. A great number of new plants having 
been difcovered, it fo happened that the charaters of the ine 
ward cover of the flower proved infufficient to diftinguifh one 
from another with plainnef and regularity. Botaniits began, 
therefore, to have recourfe to the outward appearance, and to 
copper- plates, not without prejudice to the certainty of the real 
fyftem. 

Linnzus foon perceived the error and its real foundation, in 
the want of {ufficient and folid charafters, which the inward 
cover of the fower could never have procured. He fought, 
therefore, a fafer bafis for his fyftem, and took at firft the out- 
ward cover of the flower to effect his purpofe. But he found 
it equally infufficient. He ultimately examined the fex of the 
plants, which had in fome meafure been already known before 
him, though never ufed as a fyftem. Upon thele enquiries he 
built his fexual fyftem, which foon met with univerfal appro- 
bation, and {pread itfelf throughout Europe. ‘That he might 
render i¢ the more firm and impcrifhable, he introduced the 
natural characters of the genera, which he took from all the 
parts of fructification,and from which he obtained a great 
number of diftin@ive marks, which will never fail accurately 
to point out the genera. He demonftrated the true principles 
of a botanical fyftem, introduced a folid, certain, and definitive 
technology, and demonttrated the various errors of his pre- 
deceflors, which had made their fyftems totter, and rendered 
uncertain the definition of the plants. This laid the founda- 
tion of his authority i in the fcience of botany, which he exe 
tended ftill farther in a moft ex traordinary manner, by the ex- 
cellent, concife, and plain Differentia Specifice, by the 
trivial names, and a folid and precife fynonymy. After the 
entire arrangment and completion of his tvitem, when the 
denomination and the definiticn of plants could no longer 
embarrafs its progreis, she beg ran to give agreat numbee of the 
defcriptions ef the new {pecies, which are all real matter- 
pieces, and the knowled ge of which he partly owed to hi 
travels, partly to his popils,: and from which the many editions 
aid the important emendaticas of his fyltem have shes. ed. 
He Was, at the fame time, extremely Cautious in net ment — 4 
any pla ntasa ipecies or as a ges US, of whichhe either did net 
Weil know the characters, or did not find thea a fuficiently clear 
to his underftanding. He acted thus, merely that he might 
Not prejudice the (ulidit ty of his fyitein. 
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The number of his new and important obfervations in 
botany is very great. They are for the moft part to be found 
in the colle&tion of his academical differtations. He alfo took 
uncommon pains to finifh his Ordines Naturales, or the natura 
affinity which fubdfifts among the plants; but notwithftanding 
the great extent of his exertions, thofe productions only re 
mained fra; gments, and many plants {till are left, to which he 
could not affign a place in their natural order. I wifhed at the 
fame time to get better a acquainted with the diftin@tive marks of 
his natural clafles and with his obfervations upon them. He 
fubjoined them finally, though with too much Jaconifm, to the 
Jait edition of his Genera Plantarum, which was the refult of 
fome leftures he gave us in fummer, inthe country, upon the 
natural orders. 

Thefe are his merits in botany, to which he gave a va 
new appearance, a ind enriched with many valuable remarks,—I 
we make conjecture of the value of the Linnzan pr 
fags the calepeated Hillin his Vegetable Syitem, it will live, 
even whena natural method fhall be found J, as long ras there is 
{cience. 

Linnzus manif: fied the fame fpirit of fy ematical order ia 
the animal reign. He found ita real chaos, in which the ins 
finite number of animals were confounded without charadteril- 
tic diftin@ion and without order. “There had hardly been aay 
regular and fixed clafles introduced, at leaft not among the 
fmaller kinds of animals. But he made it a regular fcience, 
He limited the various claffes by plain diftinQive marks, intro- 
duced the folid genera, determined the {pecies, and took pails 
to leflen the gre: at number of variations. I muft freely ows, 
that Linnwes himfelf was very fenfible, that bis fyftem of the 
animal reign was not built upon fo fafe a founda tiion as his 
botany, and that his generical charaCters were far more totter 
ing and mere undefined. Ie however, the only fyftem which 
com prifes the whole animal reign, which is certainly a great 
pterogative, if we only confider the circumftances in which 
Lianzus found that ference. It remained almoft entirely 
uncultivated, confifted only of a few defcriptions which wert 
extremely deficient, and of a(mall number of coper-plates, 
badly executed, ashardlyto be difcernible. In ichthyology 
he alone profited by the labours of his ill-fated friend Artedi. 


Linnzus was likewife the firff who feparatcd the worms 
from the infects, defined both claffes by real characters, and it 
troduced genera, forts, and orders oe foundation upon which 
alincft all his fucceflors built after him. He alfo augmented 
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allthe different parts of the animal reign by a very con- 
fiderable number of new difcovered {pecies, by exa&t and more 
accurate delcriptions, and by a great quantity of the moft 
important difcoveries, which chiefly relate to animal eco- 
nomys 

Linnzus was therefore a great man in all the branches of 
natural hiftory. His name will confequent!y remain immortal 
in them all. + Pofterity will admire the penetrating fpirit, the 
precifion and the energy, which fhine forth in the works of that 
original genius, who rendered his fcience the moft regular, and 
was the boaft of his country and the pride of his age. 


The Difadvantages which have attended the Introduéttion 
of Nerves. 


To the PRINTER, 

SIR, 

T may appear ftrange to you to receive aletter containing 

a ferious and formal complaint againft any part of the human 
body ; becaufe, as that is not of our forming, and every part is 
given for the beft purpofes, it is at leaft a mark of very great 
prefumption in any one to find fault. However this may be, 
Sir, I have my doubts whether the fubje€t of the prefent com- 
plaint be any of the works of nature, whether men and women 
were not born originally without it, and whether it has not 
lately been introduced as a pretended improvement on the 
human frame, by certain perfons, who not being content with 
what nature has allotted them, are even endeavouring to fupply 
the fuppofed deficiency with fomething artificial. 

The fubje& of my prefent complaint, Sir, is what is, or are 
called the Nerves ; for I believe few people make a diftinQion 
whether they be plural or fingular. I hall not enter into an 
anatomical hiftory of them, nor attempt to determine whether 
they proceed from the brain, or from the {fpinal marrow. I do 
not, however, think the former probable, becaufe I have ob- 
lerved that they who have moft nerves have feweft brains, and 
vce werfa; and as to their proceeding from the fpinal marrow, 
the queftion would be too intricate and my language too 
technical for a mifcellany of entertainment like your’s. But it 
's neceflary to fay, what I believe agrees with the experience of 
all growo perfons, that our anceftors knew them only by name, 
and that they are a very modern improvement, or addition, or 
What you will, to our catalogue of corporeal qualifications. 


Vor, XXVIL. 680. Z, A venerable 
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A venerable aunt of mine avers that there were no nerves in 
her day, that fhe has lived fixty-nine years without them, and 
hopes to be carried to herlong home withoutthem. ‘The fame 
declaration, [ am well aflured, bas been made by fundry ancient 
and fage matrons of this kingdom. 

The queftion thencomes to be, at what period merves were 
firft introduced, and for what purpele ? The latter part of this 
queftion will come to be confidered hereafter. Im the mean 
time, it is for our confideration at what period nerves were 
firit introduced? This is attended with fome difficulties, It 
appears to.me, that the conftruCtion of nerves bears fome 
analogy to the planting of oak timber. It is planted by one 
generation, makes a progrefs in a fecond, a farther progrels in 
athird, and comes to perfection in a fourths Nerves, thete- 
fore, were the work of avery long time, before they arrived at 
the perfe@tion in which we now find them, and before they 
became fo general as to extend from the palace of the Prince 
to the hut of the peafant. Leaving this matter fomewha 
undetermined as to the exact point of time, let us confider 
whatis the probable caufe of nerves, and how they are con- 
ftructed. 

A very eminent chemifl, to whom I applied on this oc 
cafion, chiefly on account of his (killin anatomy, told me that 
it belongs particularly to his branch of bufinefs to determine 
thisqueftion. “ From anatem,’”’ faid he, “ you will receive 
very little fatisfaction, but from chemiltry you may expect to 
have your doubts pretty neatly removed, Nerves came in 
either with the diftillery, or with tea, and their advancement 
has been in aregular progreffion with the ufe of the fill and 
the kettle. It is, therefore, either by boiling or by diftiliation 
that people attain a fufficicnt quantity of nerves to enable 
thea to be neighbour: like, aud furnifh a conftant theme of 
converiation, Itis with great juftice, therefore, chat nerves 
are reckoned no partof the ancient human body, but a modern 
addition drawn from the fugar cane, and fundry other foreign 
vegetables, by means of fire, ‘Tiucit is, it may not be ealy 
to determine whether a lady or gentleman owes her or bis 
nerves more to one of thefe cauies than to the other; but 
wherever you finda proper aflortaicnt of genteel nerves, you 
may certainly attribute them either tothe one or to the otheh 
cither to bailing or diftillation, “This, indeed, creates a certail 
contufion in phrafes and terms, which is not ealy to get avers 
the fact is, that when we introduce any novelty in art of 
icieuce, we are obliged to lpeak a higurative kind of languags 
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by borrowing the terms of one art to exprefs another. For 
example, when a perfon compiains that his /pirits are fw on 
Tuefday, we commonly fay that they muft have been over-proof 
on Monday, and fo on of many othe:s, with which I thal) not 
at prefent trouble you.” 

Such is the fubftance of my learned friend’s communication 
on this fubject, the truth of which I have been enabled to cons 
firm by pretty long experience. I have, in the firft place, Sir, 
awife whom I married for love, for fhe had not one penny of 
fortune, and yet notwithftanding this latter circumftance, the is 
in poflefion of a moft watchful and irritable collection of 
nerves, and enjoys a perpetual ftate of trepidation. I had the 
curiofity to keep a regifter of her alarms for the Jaft year, 
1795, and found they amounted to nine hundred and forty-fix, 
were nearly three per day, a number you will think almoft in 
credible; but your wonder will ceafe, when I tell you it is the 
peculiar nature of nerves totake the alarm at what occafions 
nokind of. une2fincfs to any thing, or any body elfe The 
falling of a china-cup, the fudden fhutting of a door, the 
barking of a dog, or the fcream of a cat, whofe tail happens to 
be trod upon, are all fufficient for a moft lovely trepidation, 
anda charming palenefs of colour, And yet, Sir, fhe has the 
moft carelefs and unmannerly fervants, and is never without 
lap-dogs and kittens in every part of the houfe, not to {peak of 
a collection of parrots, canary birds, and linnets, whofe cries 
and diforders are regularly transferred into her frame, as if by 
magic, phyfical fympathy, or philofophical affociation of ideas. 
Nor am I fafe from the misfortune of being the innocent caufe 
of much confufion among the nerves. It 1 return foon from 
an engagement, fhe is fhocked to think 1 am not weil. If I 
fay late, the is {ure fome accident has befallen me. Happy 
would it be were our nights quict and peaceable 5 but fire and 
thieves are two misfortunes we are every night expofed to, 
and one or other of them has broke my firft fleep. for the laft 
twenty ycars, although the never goes to bed without feeing all 
the fires out, and waiting till the ftoves are cold; and as to 
robbery, it is almoft phyiically impoffible in our fituation. 
Were it otherwife, lfhevld think fix or eight months quiet 
very cheaply bought at the price of a few fpoons and butter- 
boats. 

But this is not all. Little did I think I have been all this 
while propagating a race of nerves to plague future genera- 
tions, Our children inherit a moft plentiful commodity. 
They fcteam with their mother in unifon, and if 1 but 
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fuddenly hem three or four times in a morning to clear my 


pipes (a right ancient and wholefome cuftoin) they have fuch 
palpitations ! Not one of them wil! venture into a dark room 
or paflage for the world, and when they alcend the ttairs to 
bed, the fervants guard them on all fides, left one thief fhould 
be before and another behind them. Should but a cat jump 
haftily out of a room on this occafion, we are all in fits, and 
even the neighbours begin to complain that there is more noife 
and frightful cries in our houfe than in any otber in the whole 
ftreet. : About a month ago, we performed our refpedive 
partsinavery admirablefcene. A coufin of mine from the 
country took uphis refidence with us for.a fewdays. One 
day I happened to breaktaft abroad, and on returning about 
twelve o’clock, found my family in the utmoft confufion ; my 
wife almoft diftra&ted, my daughters and fon, altogether fo, 
For fome time, I could not learn the caufe of this, but at length 
it turned out to be a very lamentable bufinefs indecd, Our 
coufin had not come down at the ufual hour to breakfaft. The 
maid had knocked againand again at his room-door; 10 
anfwer ; the miftrefs had knocked, my daughters had knocked, 
and my fon had knocked, and John the fuotman, had knocked, 
but all was as ftill as the grave. The conclufion therefore, 
was, that he was dead, and it was equally plain that he had been 
murdered. What confirmed them in this opinion was, fir, 
that he was a young man, and had gone to bed in good health; 
and, fecondly, that day-light was feen under his door. The 
thief (for we are never without them on fuch occafions) had 
entcred by the window, performed the bloody deed, and departed 
the fame way, and they dared fay he had taken my coulin’s 
watch and money, and what clfe he could get. 1 was not very 
much alarmed at this account, it being nothing new, for Ir 
colle@ted I had been twice murdered in the fame manner fome 
time before. “ But” faid 1, “ have any of you been inth 
room?” This: was anfwered by a No! Expreffive of the 
greateft horror, and fome furprife, that{ (hould expect they 
would encounter fo fhocking a fight. It does not fignily 
my dear, if none of you have been inthe room, 1 muft go: 
will have no dead bodies inthis houfe, without providing de 
- cently for them,” and was rifing, when they all clung about 
me, begging for Ged’s fake 1 would not go unarmed.” 
“¢ Why, what occafion is there for arms [”’ 
“© Youdon’t know, my dear, what may happen,” 
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«© What can happen, my dear, the man’s dead, and there is 
n end to his power, and if he is not dead, what can we fear 
one him f”? 
‘Fhen we will all go with you, I am determined oa 
that.” 

“ As you pleafe, my dear ; but you, Join, you cowardly 
blockhead, why did not you ge ? You know my coufia never 
fleeps with the door bolted,” 

“ Why, my dear, itis not John’s fault, indeed: I would not 
let him go.” 

“© And pray why would not you let him ?’ 

“ Becaufe you know, my dear, people might fay it was he 
that did it.”” 

Pihaw ! come along.” 

The proceflion began, myfelf in front, my wife and children, 
fupported on each fide t »y the fervants, the door was opened by 
my adventurous hand, when io! nocoulindead, or alive was 
to be found ! [I know not how long their-confufion and 
aftonifhment would have laited, nor whether they would not 
bave concluded that the devil had run away with the murdered 
man, if my coufin had not made his appearance booted and 
fpurred, and juft returned ania an early ride which he was ine 
duced to take from the fi icnefs of the morning, and for that 
purpofe had ftolen out of the houfe before the family were up. 
It was to no purpofe [ took this opportunity to throw cut fome 
reflections upon nerves, not much to theircredit. My wife 
was not pleafed thather favourite apprehenlions were dilap- 
pointed 5 ** fuch things had often happened,” and they had ail 
heard “ the death-watch” the night befere, My coufin ex- 
prefled his regret for being the innocent caufe of this con- 
fufion, but, 1 know not bow it was, the family looked as cool 
upon him for fome time as if they bad doubted whether he was 
dead or alive. 

Thofe who confult their xerves do not like to be difappointed. 
If they hear a noile, and d that it proceeds from 
thunder, athief, ora fire-engine > generally chagrined 
tofind that it is only a cart, acat, ora ftaze-coach. Now, as 
fama lover of peace and concord, I have lon 1g ceafed my op- 
polition to the nervous ftarts and alarms of my family, hows 
ever inconvenient. In fummer, indeed, { am muca lefs — 
tothem than in winter, becaufe th y commence regularly < 
fun-fet, and therefore we have for fome years been trang rears to 
the comforts of long nightsyaad firs lide merriment. What 
human wifdom coulddo, has, indeed, been done. Our houte 
is 
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is as regular a fortification as the laws of the city will permit, 
We have no vip warsite nor outworks, nothing that Cochorn of 
Vauban would derive credit from ; but all that bolts and bars 
can do, has been conftantly attended to. Our very cats, if 
they with tocarry on an intrigue without doors, muit repair to 
the place of affignation before fua fet, however difagreeable it 
may be to wait ; for after the doors and windows are fhut, all 
egrefs and ingrefs is denied to the whole animal creation, 
Every room door is double barred and locked ; bells communi- 
cate from one room to another, which has this happy advantage, 
that any fleeplefs individual may difturb the whole houfe by 
a fingle | pull. I once propofed fire-arms, but that muft be apon 
no account allowed, for as my wife very properly obferves, 
“© no one can know what may happen, and they may go of 
themfelves.” As to danger from fire, befide being amply 
infured, every bed-room is provided with a fire-efcape, upona 
new contruction, and which from the ftate of nerves in my 
houfe, | am cértain would rag wd very little purpofe, for they 
who are too nervous to walk down ftairs, in cafe of alarm, 
would not do the bufinefs much better by going out of the 
window. 

Such, Sir, are fome of the inconveniencies I am fubjedted 
to from my family being poffefled of ne rves. I could increafe 
the catalogue very confiderably, were 1 not afraid of fwelling 
my letter to an unwarrantable fize. 1 fhall only add, there. 
fore, that it would not be amifs, if, after providing for our 
fafety by every proper means which human {kill or wildom 
can fuggeft, we were to go to fleep in quict, trufting that al 
other protetion fhall be extended to us by the Giver of every 
Good. Let me add, too, that vain fears, and continual appre- 
henfions, are by no means the beft poffible proofs of Ciriftion 
philofophy, nor of Coriftian refignation ; that the day of evil 
will come, if ordained, whether we guard againft it, or not} 
and that the lofs of a few moveables, which could be ealily re 
placed, is nothing, and lefs than nothing, when compared wit 
the miferies of a lite fpent in the anticipation of misfortun, 
and in prefages of evil. 

I am, Sir, your’s, &c. 


C.C. 





SINGULAR EFFECTS of LIGHTNING. 


N the 26th of January, at five in the afternoon, during? 


tremendous florm of thunder, lightning, and rainy the 
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fteeple of Narbeth church, in Pembrokefhire, received a fevere 
fhock of the ele@tric fluid, which totally dettroyed the belfrey, 
broke one of the beiis to atoms, threw down part of the battle. 
ments, and cracked the fteeple on the fouth and welt fides, toa 
confiderable depth downwards. 

It feems to have taken a direfion down the fteeple (through 
a ftrong ftone arch upon which it ftands) into the body of the 
church, and thence ({preading itfelf in different dire&tions) it 
broke feveral pews in the chancel to pieces, totally demolifhed 
amarble monument of the Pritchett family, injured the pul- 
pit, and demolifhed every pane of gla{s in the windows of the 
church, 

A new ercéted hovel was fet on fire, at the fame time, near 
the church- yard wall. 

A funeral was on the way, and near the church, when the 
phenomenon happened.— The clerk was waiting ia the porch, 
and fome little boys with hia were ftruck down, and two of 
them fcorched. Fortunately, the funeral had been delayed oa 
the road ; had it arrived at the time appointed, the minifter, 
with the numerous attendants, would have been in the church 
—the confequence may be eafily conceived. 

Happily no lives were loft, nor any damage fuftained in the 
town. 


INTERESTING TRIAL 
COURT of COMMON-PLE AS. 


T UESDAY, February 9, 1796, came on to be heard 2 
4. cafe of confiderable importance to mariners, It came 
before the Court upon a motien to fet afide the verdict in an 
action brought by feveral mariners againft the maiter of a 
Dutch fhip to recover their wages fora voyage completed from 
Rotterdam to Barcelona. This fhip was alterwards feized by 
the Englith, and condemned as a lawful prize. 

By the articles entered into at Holland between the matter 
and the mariners, it was expreisly ftypulated that the lattes 
thould not fue the former in any foreign country for the wages 
due to them for the bejore-mentioned voyage, or cite him be- 
fore any Judge or Magiitrate other than in the Maritime 
Court of Holland, 

The principal queftion before the Court was—“ Whether 
the laws of this Country would take notice of a contract made 
in 
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in another country, and confequently preclude the plaintify 
from fuing for their wages in this country ?” 

After Mr. Serjeant Adair was heard in fupport of the va. 
lidity of the contraét, an¢ Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc in fupport of 
the verdict, the Court were clearly of opinion that a perfonal 
ation followed the party from one country to another; but as 
it was expref-ly ftipulated in this cafe that the defendant fhould 
not be fucd in any other Court than in Holland, the plaintiffs 
ought not to be allowed to recover their wages in an Englith 
Court, contrary to that agreement; and although the defen. 
dant was ftated to be an Englifhman, it made no difference, as 
he was certainly a Dutchman with refpect to the prefent cons 
tract. 

The verdict was therefore fet afide, and a nonfuit ordered to 
be entered. 





AN ANECDOTE. 


HE followinz narrative, taken from the records of Lane 
guedoc, will evince the magnificence, folly, and barbae 
rity, habitual to the nobility of the early ages: In 1174 
Henry II. of France called together the Seigneurs of Langues 
doc,in order to mediate a peace between the Count of Thou- 
loufe and the King of Arrogan. As Henry, however, didnot 
attend, the nobles had nothing to do but emulate cach other in 
wild magnificence, extended to infanity. Among other ine 
ftances the Countefs Urzel fent to the meeting a diadcm worth 
4000 modern pounds, to be placed on the head of a wretched 
butioon. The Count of Touloufe fent a donation of 4000) 
toa favourite Knight, who diftributed that fum among ail the 
poorer Koighis that attended the meeting. The Seigneur 
Gillaume Gros de Martel gave an immenfe dinner, the viands 
being all cooked by the flame of wax tapers. But the fingu- 
larly cational magnificence ef Count Bertrand Rimbault at- 
tracted the loudett applaufe: For he fet the peafants about 
Beaucaire to plough up the foil; and then he proudly and 
wpenly fowed therein fmall pieces of money, to the amount o 
1500 Englith guineas, Piqued at this princely extravagancy 
aud determined to outdo his neighbours 10 favage brutality, it 
he could not in prodigality, the Lord Raimond Venons of 
dered thirty of his meit beautiful and valuable hosfes to be 
tied to ftakes, and furrounded with dry wood; he then herol 
caily lighted the piles, and confumed his favourites alive. 
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yon Gavi t %, 
A Hole, of the parifh of South Molton, in Devon-~ 


fhire, who has been four times Mayor of that town, was 
born in the beginning of the reign of Queen Anne. He eats, 
drinks, fleeps, rides, and walks, nearly as weil as he did forty 
yeats ago; and, according to his prefent appearance, feems 
likely to live to fee many years of the next century, 


An ANECDOTE, 


N event, recorded in the Freach annals, marks the 

dreadfully ferocious chara&er of the twelfth century. 
Thomas Baron D’Omart had married Adela, the beautiful 
daughter of the Count de Ponthieu. In conduéting her to his 
caftie (his fervants lagging behind) the Baron and his Lady 
were furrounded by eight of the high-born and titled pluade- 
rers with whom France was then infefted. D’Omart madea 
gallant refiftance; but, being overpowed by numbers, he was 
feized, ftripped,and bound to a tree,while the fhrieks and 
ftrugeles of Adela were in vain exerted to fave her from ree 
peated difhonour. At length, the Baron’s domefticks ap- 
proaching, the unhappy pair were clothed, and carried back to 
the caftle of the Count de Ponthieu, near Abbeville. 

That favage parent heard the fatal ftory without apparent 
emotions, but harboured in his mind the molt atrocious cf 
defigns. A few days after, he found an opportunity to fur- 
ptize, ata diftance from her hufband, his unfortunate, but 
guiltlefsdaughter. A large barrel had been prepared, which, 
when the fair Adcla had been obliged to enter it, was clofed { 
up, and launched into the ocean, in fight of the inhuman ta- 
ther, Providentially, the barrel having caught the attention 
of a fifkerman, was hoifted into a veffel, aud opened in time to 
fave the life of Adcia, who was foon reftored to her afflicted 
hufband. ‘Thefe real facts have been the foundation of more 
than one romance. 
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a alee a i , 
§$1§ We have received the like aniwer from T. Whicker, 


oe th } ce Dp ” WI a 
of itxon; W. Hoare, of Dean Priors and N, Coles, junior, 
of Crediton. ‘a 


TUTISCNAT ? rn cr Oz — 
ENIGMA, dy T. D. of Staverton, 


COON as bright Pheebus finks into the weft, 
=x And gloomy darkneis fteals upon our fight ; 
Wh ent he wide lane {Cape wears night’s gl omy veft, 
then I often fpend with you the night. 


hiaw 


When midnight filence fpreads o’er all the land, 
In many adwelling I am labouring found, 

When fons of Bacchus meet, a jolly band ! 
Swiftly to pufh the flowing goblet round. 


With jocund fongs they pafs away the hour, 
To banith envy, folitude, and ftrife ; 

Butoh! vain mortals, while tis in your pow’r, 
Learn then from me, how tranfitory’s life. 


Men of all ranks.I oftentimes befriend, 

The King, the pe afant, and the beggar too; 
Alike to all my ufeful aid I lend, 

And unto them my beauties often fhew. 


I’m much efteen.’d by miftrefs and by mafter; 
For oft by their bedfide I’m to be found ; 

If wrongly us’d I caufe a fad difafter, 
And {pread a horrid defolation round. 


No comet from the firmament on high, 
That unobftructed takes his rapid flight; 
With brilliant light can never mine outvie, 
Nor can my Delia boaft cf fkin fo white. 
But, notwithftanding this, you'll fay, ’tis range, 
When I reveal alittle more to you; 
My name and colour I do quickly change, 
Ard leave an offspring that’s of imutty hue. 
From what I’ve penn’d my name you'll bring to light; 
But hold—another hint I’ve to reveal ; 
J oft important truths do bring to fight, 
Which wicked mortals oft with to conceal. 
0 POETRY. 
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anfes written after reading Mrs. Radcliffe’s Romance of “ 
Fore, ft,?? 


HE pen of Radcliffe glows with hailow’d fires, 
Whofe touch celeflia! § righten fan cy” $ eye, 
That (ces new worlds arife ; and other objects v iews 
Of unknown wondrous form. Like lightning’s glance 
Nith her we doce along the boundlefs air, 
To vant fcenesimpervious to the day, 
The drear recefles of fome wildernefs, 
Or foreit wrapt in everlaiting gloom. 
Where g glimmering rays admitted thro’ the trees 
Diiclote the ruins of the antique tower 35 
Or abbey rear *d by fupertticit ous dread, 
Where, , by the dying taper’s light, the maid 
Tremblingly walks the {pir al {taircafe fteps 
Leading to ipacious halls with ivy curtains hung ; ; 
Thro’ long-drawn aifles, with hoary mofs o’ergrown, 
To lowly cells, dripping with dewy damps, 
Which ttop the breath, and chill the vital blood. 


There terror makes his mott frequented haunt, 

Arm’d with the fhades of ftratagems and plots ; 
Fed by the night with fkeletons and t bones ; 

Lull’d by the ra! (tlings of the raven’s wings, 

Which, with the hollow murmurings of the wind, 

Confpire to render terror itill more dire. 


Hence on the wing of liftening fear we hafte, 
Purfu’d o'er woods and dales by fpeaking winds 5 
Pill regions blaze with all the light of heaw’n, 
Which domes fuperb reflect ; where {piry turrets fhine 
O’er parks with viftas thooting beams of day ; 
There beauteous rooms in filken robes are drets’d ; 
Thare burnith’d vafes ftar nd, and fweets of incenfe rife 
The golden goblet’s crown’d with fparkling wine ; 
Soft itrains of {welling mufic float around ; 
The windows open to the air of love, 
Breathi ung delicious odours of the fpring. 
With radiant pearls the wanton nymphsare grac’d, 
Who ferve the owners of thefe gay domains ; 
weal all invites to love, and whifper s loft defire ; 
ut p'eafure cloys, and every {plendour fades ; 
Hee giant pride exults, and jeake yt ufy torments 
Love is not kindled by the pomp © f wealth ; 
Fear is nos eas’d by elegance of itate, 
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Fly we far thence on wings of fear and love ; 
United pinions will our motion fpeed 

To dittant climates, purer and more free ; 
Where, from the tops of many an airy clif, 
That dreadful hang “above the rapid floods 
Of rivers gliding thro’ the glaily lakes ; 

As if in h ite to reach the foat ming deep, 
The eye furveys the majefty of earth; 

As hills on hills, and Alps on Al Ipsy arife, 
Exalting thence the he evated mind ; 

So the Almighty A: eft of Heaven 

Who lifts the mountains to the ficecy clouds, 
And fix’d the eternal bafes of the hills. 












Fair contraft! like united light and ude, 
With which the animated portrait breathes ; 
‘Thus nature’s drefs is deck’d with varied hues ; 
Acacian gums and vines enrich the bafe ; 

The hill-top whitens with perennial fnows. 


Labour, and health, and competence, and peace, 
Chear the brave Swifs, whofe cot is his delight, 
Which, fituate amid the wildett rocks, 

Prefents to him, and every homeleds friend, 

The fruits of hofpitality divine. 

Long may the hills and vales of Switzerland, 

in magic tints fublimely reprefent 

The cnarm her brilliant pen at length diffolv’d, 
E’en as the fun difpels the morning mitt: 

So future ages will be taught this truth, 

That vice receives her due, and virtue her reward. 


Tavifteck, Fanuary 451796. 





The BEGGAR WOMAN. 


Ny founds the plaint of mis’ry in the ftreet? 
\ One gentle bofom only heaves a figh ; 

Unfeeling avrice frowns and P? afles by 3 ; 
Tis falfe, the mifcreant thinks—’tis al! deceit. 


The wily trader, wrapp’d in fchemes of lure, 
Heeds not the groan Jong ling’ring on the airy 

While greataefs ttoops not, from his feac fecure, 
To view affliction 4e will never fhare. 


Woman of want, thy hand is ftretch’d in vain! 
Pity from that cold heart thou canft not ftrain ; 
Vain t ars bedew thy ferrow-watted check ; 
Forc'd from thy tamith’d babe, the fearf: ‘al thriek 
ls nothing: Sight like thine, fo woe begone, 
Should not be feen, nor heard thy piteous moan, 
W here pomp, luxuri Dus eafe, and purple pride, 
And mirt! 1, rcpos’d ond Jowny beds refide. 
Spoil not the poor and thoughtlefs merriment; 


Go, hug thy griefs at home—and flarve content! 
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